The Number Seven
Genesis was not put together in a haphazard way. In fact, God has put His numerical DNA
not only on Genesis, but also on the entire Bible and the man who discovered it was Ivan
Panin. He was born in Russia on December 12, 1855. As a young man he participated in plots
against the Czar and his government and at an early age was exiled from Russia. After some
years in Germany spent in study, he came to the United States and entered Harvard
University from which he graduated in 1882. Being an agnostic, he traveled extensively and
debated Christians on the truthfulness of the Scriptures. But like Josh McDowell he was
saved in the process and as he himself expressed it, he “was brought out of the darkness
into His marvelous light.”
The original texts of the Bible are Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. Not only was Ivan Panin
fluent in precisely those three languages, but he was also a mathematical genius. He was the
right man at the right time. In 1890 he discovered the unique mathematical symmetry, or
multiples of the number 7, underlying the Greek text in the Renewed Covenant. Later, he
found that the Hebrew and Aramaic texts of the TANAKH had a similar structure. This
numerical symmetry could not have been designed by man and does not appear in any other
Greek or Hebrew books, but is found only in the Bible.
All three of these languages have a numbering system that corresponds to their alphabet.
In other words, the letters of these alphabets are also used for numbers. For example:
alpha has a numerical value of 1, beta has a numerical value of 2, gamma has a numerical value
of 3, and so on. And what Ivan Panin discovered was that when you plugged in the numerical
equivalents for each letter, the LORD’s numerical DNA produced multiples of seven with
astounding frequency. He spent the next fifty-two years of his life making the calculations
by hand. He stayed with a verse just long enough to verify its numerical DNA, and then went
on to the next. He found that the sixty-six books of the Bible formed one complete
mathematical unit and he did it all without computers. Mr. Panin died at Aldershot, Canada
near Ontario, on October 30, 1942 at the age of eighty-seven. His original documents are in
the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC.
Just what did he discover? The Bible begins: In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth (1:1). In the Hebrew it is exactly 7 words. The 7 words have exactly 28 (4 X
7) letters. There are 3 nouns (God, heavens and earth). Taking the letters of these nouns
and substituting their numerical equivalents and adding them up, you get a combined total of
777 (111 X 7)! There is one Hebrew verb, created. Its total numerical value is 203 (29 X 7).
The first three words contain the subject with exactly 14 (2 X 7) letters. The Hebrew

words for the two objects (heavens and earth) each have 7 letters. The value for the first,
middle, and last letters in the sentence is 133 (19 X 7). The value of the first and last
letters of the first and last words of the verse is 497 (71 X 7). The value of the first and
last letters of each of the words in between is 896 (128 X 7), and so on and so on. In this
verse alone there are 30 variations of the number 7 and Panin listed only 11 of them here.
The chance of this happening accidentally is 1 in 33,000,000,000,000, or 33 trillion.
The Bible has objective proof of its truthfulness in each verse. A mere human author, let
alone forty-five authors could not have done all this over two thousand years. While it is
true that salvation comes by faith alone (Romans 3:22; Hebrews 11:6), our faith is not a
blind faith. It is an intelligent and reasoned faith based on sound mathematical and scientific
facts, as we shall see in this study of Genesis.

